U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, D.C. 20535 


June 28, 2023 


MR. NOAH SCHEER 


FOIPA Request No.: 1575799-000 
Subject: GRUNES, DAVID J. 


Dear Mr. Scheer: 


The FBI has completed its review of records subject to the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) 
that are responsive to your request. The enclosed documents were reviewed under the FOIPA, Title 5, United 
States Code, Section 552/552a. Below you will find check boxes under the appropriate statute headings which 
indicate the types of exemptions asserted to protect information which is exempt from disclosure. The appropriate 
exemptions are noted on the enclosed pages next to redacted information. In addition, a deleted page information 
sheet was inserted to indicate where pages were withheld entirely and identify which exemptions were applied. The 
checked exemption boxes used to withhold information are further explained in the enclosed Explanation of 
Exemptions. 


Section 552 Section 552a 
T (b)(1) [ (b)(7)(A) I (d)6) 
[ (b)(2) [ (b)(7)(B) G2) 
T (b)(3) I (b)(7)(C) I (k\(1) 
iv (b)(7)(D) T (ky\(2) 
I (b)(7)(E) I (k\(3) 
[ (b)(7)(F) [ (k)(4) 
T (b)(4) [ (b)(8) T (k)(5) 
[ (b)(5) T (b)(9) T (k)(6) 
Iv (b)(6) T (ky(7) 


55 pages were reviewed and 51 pages are being released. 


Please see the paragraphs below for relevant information specific to your request as well as the enclosed 
FBI FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all requests. 


Based on the information you provided, we conducted a main and reference entity record search of the 
Central Records System (CRS) per our standard search policy. For more information about records searches and 
the standard search policy, see the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum General Information Section. 


This is the final release of information responsive to your FOIPA request. This material is being provided to 
you at no charge. 


Duplicate copies of the same document were not processed. 


Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to your 
request. “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. “Part 2” includes 
additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party individuals. 
“Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also enclosed is our Explanation 
of Exemptions. 


Additional information about the FOIPA can be found at www.fbi.gov/foia. Should you have questions 
regarding your request, please feel free to contact foipaquestions@fbi.gov. Please reference the FOIPA Request 
number listed above in all correspondence concerning your request. 


If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this request, 
you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an appeal through 
OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website: 
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal. Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request. If you submit your appeal by mail, 
both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal." Please cite the 
FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 


You may seek dispute resolution services by emailing the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison at 
foipaquestions@fbi.gov. The subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please also cite 
the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. You may also contact the Office 
of Government Information Services (OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government 
Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, 
Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile 
at 202-741-5769. 


Sincerely, 


Michael G. Seidel 
Section Chief 


Record/Information Dissemination Section 
Information Management Division 


Enclosures 


FBI FOIPA Addendum 


As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA Addendum 
provides information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. 
Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your request seeks the listed 


information. 


Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs. 


Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 


(i) 


(ii) 


5 U.S.C. § 552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 
requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)]._ FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements of the 
FOIPA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website. 


Intelligence Records. To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the FBI can 
neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to requests for 
records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)].__ The mere acknowledgment of 
the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption (b)(1) and/or would reveal 
intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 3024(i)(1)]._ This is a standard response 
and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist. 


Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals: 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of any 
individual’s name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a 
(b)(7)(E), (j)(2)].. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or do not exist. 


Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny 
the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to FOIA exemption 
(b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)]._ This is a standard response and 
should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist. 


Requests for Confidential Informant Records. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of confidential 

informant records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and (b)(7)(F) [5 U.S.C.§ § 552 (b)(7)(D), (b)(7)(E), and 
(b)(7)(F)] and Privacy Act exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C.§ 552a (j)(2)]. The mere acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of 
such records would reveal confidential informant identities and information, expose law enforcement techniques, and endanger 
the life or physical safety of individuals. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do 
not exist. 


Part 3: General Information: 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


Record Searches and Standard Search Policy. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for 
reasonably described records by searching systems, such as the Central Records System (CRS), or locations where responsive 
records would reasonably be found. The CRS is an extensive system of records consisting of applicant, investigative, 
intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law enforcement, intelligence, and 
administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records of FBI Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, 
and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) records are included in the CRS. The 
standard search policy is a search for main entity records in the CRS. Unless specifically requested, a standard search does not 
include a search for reference entity records, administrative records of previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files. 


a. Main Entity Records — created for individuals or non-individuals who are the subjects or the focus of 
an investigation 

b. Reference Entity Records- created for individuals or non-individuals who are associated with a case 
but are not known subjects or the focus of an investigation 


FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this dual 
mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on every 
person, subject, or entity. 


Foreseeable Harm Standard. As amended in 2016, the Freedom of Information Act provides that a federal agency may 
withhold responsive records only if: (1) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest protected by one 
of the nine exemptions that FOIA enumerates, or (2) disclosure is prohibited by law (5 United States Code, Section 
552(a)(8)(A)(i)). The FBI considers this foreseeable harm standard in the processing of its requests. 


Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division 
provides Identity History Summary Checks — often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet. These criminal history 
records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.” An Identity History Summary Check is a listing of 
information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal employment, 
naturalization, or military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History Summary Check. Forms 
and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks. Additionally, requests can be 
submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov. For additional information, please contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590. 


(b)(1) 


(b)(2) 


(b)(3) 


(b)(4) 


(b)(5) 


(b)(6) 
(b)(7) 


(b)(8) 


(b)(9) 


(d)(5) 


MQ) 


(k)(1) 


(k\(2) 


(kK)3) 


(k\(4) 


(k\(5) 


(k)(6) 


(k)(7) 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 


specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters 
be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers 
to particular types of matters to be withheld; 


trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 


inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 


personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 
information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair 
trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) could 
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 
or apprehend criminals; 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 
for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be 
held in confidence; 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to 
the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 


investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 


material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who 
furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
FBI/DOJ 
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\X In accordance with the request contained in the letter from the Bureau 
dated July 17, I9hh.there is enclosed herewith the original catalog containing 


- the names of the various songs and musical numbers which are on sale at subject 
wK —corporations There is also enclosed one photostatic ; (Copy of this catalog. 
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authorized agents of the Zuseian Governuent “who "are properly functioning an b7D 
this country, and requests advice as to whether his client should register. 


This information is pointed out because it appears probable that 
Mr. HALPERIN has knowledge of the activities of AURUS MUSIC CORPORATION. 


b7E 4 


Enclosures to Burean; 


1 photostatic copy of the agrecnent between AMRUS MUSIC CORPORATION and 
MEZHDUNARDDNAYA KNIGA, dated March 16, 1940 


1 photostatic copy of a letter dated March aid 1940, from DAVID J. feos, 
to BORIS ATKCISKY. 


Enclosure to New York Field Division: 
2 photostatic copies of the above atreement and letter. 


ROFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


“THE NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 


AT NEW ‘YORK ‘CIty: 


Will consider the advisability of contacting Mr {HALPERIN of 
‘the law fira of Wilgin and Halperin,1270 6th Avenue, for information 
relative to the activities of AVRUS MUSIC CORPORATION. 
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March 16, 1940 


Boris Nixolsky, Esc. 
£55 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 


It is our understanding that the Agreement 
signed this Gay by you as attorney in fact for 
MEZHDUNARODNAYA KNIGA and by AK-RUS MUSIC CORPORATION 
has been accepted by you for said MEZHDUNARODNAYA 
XNIGA as to all essential details; including selection 
of stock, price, credit arrangements, shipment of 
goods, and exclusive privileges to sell and rent music 
as set forth in said Agreement. We understand, however, 
thet seid MEZHDUNARODNAYA KNIGA wishes to examine the 
Agreement and approve the same, it being understood, 
however, that the provisions above required to have 
already been epproved by MEZHDUNARODNAYA KNIGA, 


We have been reluctant to perform our part of 
the Agreement before HEZHDUNARODNAYA KNIGA!'s final 
and complete approval of the agreement is received, 
but we have consented to payment of the initial payment 
of three thousand dollars ($2000), and are incurring 
expenses of organizetion and office Space in reliance 
upon your assurance thet the sgreement is to be bind- 
ing upon both parties as to all essential details 
from the moment of its execution today, 


You have asked for an address at which the 
Corporation may be reached et &ll times. We suggest 
the eddress of our attorneys, Baldwin, Todd & Young, 
120 Broedway, New York, New York. 


Please fadicate your eccord with our understend- 
ing by indorsing this letter, 


Very truly yours, 
AU-RUS HUSIC CORPORATION 


JN:GC a 
Your understanding is By____DAVID J, GRUNES 
correct. ; President 
B, Ni 


Boris Nikolsky, Attorney in fact 
for MEZHDUNARODNAYA <BIGA 
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THIS AGREEKENT, made as 


of the 16 day of March, 
1940 between MEZHDUNARODNAYA KNIGA 


» €@n association organized 
and existing under and by virtue of the laws of the Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics and having its pri 
| e 


ncipal place of 
business at No. 18 Kuznetski Most, Moscow, 


U.S.8.R. (herein- 
after sometimes referred to as the Grantor) and AN-BUS KUSIC 


CORPORETION, & corporation organized end existing under end 


nited States 
of America and having its principal place of business ia the 


Borough of Manhetten, County, City 


| by virtue of the laws of the State of Ney York, U 
\ 

| 

| 


and State of Sew York, U.S.Ae, 
(hereinafter sometimes referred to as the Grantee), 


WITNESS 


PF ETHs: 

WHEREAS the Grantor has, for some time, been engeged 
in the business of exporting for sale musical compositions pub- 
lished in the territory of the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub- 
lics, and hes elso been forwarding to the United States of 


q 
Americas and Cenada for distribution on & rental basis therein, 
certain orchestral, operatic and other musical scores anda perts 


(hereinafter sometimes referred to és "rental materials®) ; 


and 
WHEREAS the Crantee is desirous of becoming the sole 


Gistributor in the United Stetes of America and Canada of musical 
compositicns emenating from the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub- 
lics, 


end for this purpose is cesirous of obtaining the exclusive 


right to sell said musical compositions &ét Wholesale in the 


United States of America end Canede end the exclusive right to 
distribute rental materials in the seid territory; and. 

WHEREAS the Grantor is willing that the Grantee cucete 
such 4 center and heve such exclusive rights uyon the terms and 
conditions hereinafter set forth, 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and 
of the mutuel covenants hereinafter contéined, the parties hereto 
Go hereby agree es follows: 

FIRST: The Grantor shell sell and deliver to the 
Grantee such musical compositions as the Crentee mey select 
from the entire stock of the Grantor now located in the City 
of New York, and in the possession of Booknigsa, Inc., & cor- 
porétion organized under and by virtue of the lews of the State 
of New York, end having its principél place of business at No. 
£95 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York, which selection shall be 
mede within five months from the date of this egreenment. The 
Grantee agrees to make such selection to the extent of not less 
thén Four Thousend Five Hundred Dollers (#4500) from seid stock. 

SECOND: The Grentee shall pay to the Crentor on 
éccount of the purchase of musical compositions as eforesaid, 


the sum of Three Thousand Dollers ($3000), the receipt whereof 


‘is hereby acknowledged; enc agrees to pay the belence of aot 


less then One Thousand Five Hundred [ollars (#1500) in six 
equél monthly instalments evidence by trade acceptances, the 


first of which shall become peyable seven (7) months after the 


date of this egreement. 


THIRD: fhe Grantor snall refer to the Grantee 411 
Fequests received by 1t from Sources within the United States 
of America and Canada reléting to the purchase of any musical 
compositions eménating from the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics; it being understood, however, that the said Bookniga, 
Inc., or its Successor may sell musical compositions at retail, 
provided such compositions &re purchased from tne Grantee, who 
égrees to fill all orders of said Bookniga, Inc. or its suc- 
cessor at cost to the Grantee plus an additional charge of five 
per cent. (5%) of the cost price to cover the Grantee's handling 
expenses, 

FOURTH: The Grantor shall promptly after the execu- 
tion of this agreement end from time to time thereafter during 
the term of this egreement, furnish to the Grantee a list of 
all musical compositions now or hereafter available for export 
from the Union of Soviet Soctalist Republics, and shall forward 
to the Grentee tvio copies of every musical composition published 
hereafter within the territory of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, seid copies to be paid for by tne Grantee in the men- 
ner provided in Paragraoh FIPTH hereof, or 
the Grantor shell choose, 

FIFTH: The Grentor shall sell to the Grantee such 
of the sforenentioned musicel compositions és the Grantee may 
order from time to time, 1f in stock or available, whether tne 
Séme ere or are not included in the lists nereinabove referreg 
to, seid orders being filled within three deys after their 
receipt by the Grantor if the goods are in stock. If the goods 
ére not in stock, the Grantor shell inform the Grantee to that 


a As PR ee ee eee ap Del eS ee 


effect within tnree days after receipt of the order. 

SIXTH: The Greniee shall pay against trade accept- 
ances for music&él compositions surchased under this sgreement 
the established list price of the Grantor, less & discount of 
fifty per cent (50%), within five months after receipt of said 
musical compositions -by the Grantee. At no time shall the 
credit extended to the Grantee exceeé the sum of Eight Thou- 
sand Dollars ($8000). 

SEVENTH: Claims relating to invoices of the Grantor 
shall be forwanaed: (tS the Grantor within one month after receipt 
of said invoices by the Grantee. 

EIGHTH: The Grantor shall not sell to persons re- 
siding in the United States of America or Canada any musical 
compositions emaneting from the Union of Soviet Socislist 
Republics, except as provided herein. 

NINTH: The prices listed in the catelogues of the 
Grantor shell be the prices quoted by the Grantee to customers, 
1t being understood, however, that the Grantee retains the 
right to ellow such discounts as it may desire. 

TENTH: The Grantee snall have the right to return 
within six (6) months after receipt, at its own expense and 
risk such musical compositions as it is unable to sell, re- 


ceiving 4 credit or refund, es it shall choose, of any sums 


which may have been paid. All goods returned shall be in con- 


dition suitable for ressle. 


ELEVENTH: ‘the Grantor shall deliver all musical 
compositions ordered by the Grantee to it in bonded werehouse 


in New York City, Rew York. Import duties and taxes levied 


aa 


by the United States of America sneéell be paid by the Grantee. 
All shipping charges to New York City end Soviet export cuties 
and taxes shall be paid by the Creator, Title to the musicel 
compositions shall pess upon receist by tne Grantee. 

TWELFTH: The Grantor shall promptly efter the exe- 
cution of this agreement and from time to time .thereafter, 
during the period of this egreement, furnish to the Grantee 
& list or lists of all rental matericis now or hereafter avail- 


able for expert from the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. | 


THIRTEENTH: The Grantor shell deliver to the Grantee 


for distribution, at prices fixed by the Grentor, in the United 
States of Americe and Canada, such of said rental materials as 
the Grantor may deem desirable for distribution, it being under- 
stood, however, that title to said rental materials shall at 
all times remain in the Grentor. The Grantee snall be responsi- 
ble for the replacement.or replacement value of any such rental 
meteriuls which may be lost or damaged, and to this ena the 
Grantee shall effect insurance agéinst loss or adamege to such 
rental meterigls, seid insurance to-be in such amount 4s may 
be egreed upon by the parties from time to time, and shall be 
payable to the Grentor or the Graatee, as their respective 
interests may appeer. : 

FOURTEENTH: ‘The Grantee shall teke such measures 
&S nay seem necessary to prevent copying of seid rental materiels, 
ané shall retura seid seterials upon demend, provided, however, 


thet no return shall be required until the expiration of eny 
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rentél contract under which said rental meterials shall be cir- 
culating at the time such demend is made, end in no event shall 
such demand be made until the expiration of six months after 
receipt of said rental materials. 


FIFTEENTH: The Crantee shall pay to the Grantor 


sixty per cent (60%) of the rental fees on all rental materials. 
Settlement of accounts for rental meterials between the parties 
hereto shall be mede within thirty (30) days efter the rental 
fee shall heve become due, it being understood thet such pay- 
ment shell be due from the Crantee regaréless of whether or not 
such fee has been collected by the Crentee. 


SIXTEENTH: ‘The Grantor shall not nereafter introduce 


into the United States of America or Canada for the purpose of 
rental any rental materials, except as herein provided. 


SEVENTEENTH: All disputes arising between the peéer- 


ties under this agreement shall be submitted for arbitration to 
the FOREIGN TRADE ARBI'SRATION COMMISSION cf the ALL-UNION CHAMBER 


OF COMMERCE et Moscow, U.S.S.R. in sccordance with its rules and 
regulations, 


BIGHTEENTH: ‘The Grantor shall deliver to the Grantee 
free of charge from time to time curing the term of tnis agree- 
ment auch catélogues, posters, and advertising material as it 
shall heve prepared for the export trede, end the Grantor shall 
@lso provide the Grantee with the meiling lists and lists of 


American and Canedian susic customers which it hss developed 


during its experience in exporting to the United States of 


émerica and Canada, ° 

HISSTSENTA Payments under the Srovisioas of this 
agreement shall be mede by the Grentee to the account and in 
fevor of the State Bank of the U.S.S.R., Heglinneye No. 12, 
Moscow, U.5.S.R. Refunds to the Crantee by the Grantor shell 
be made to the sccount of the Grantee in such Yew York beni 
4S the Grantee shell indicate from time to tinue. 

TWENTIETH: The Grentee shall sot @ssign this egree- 
ment witnout the ccensent of the Tranter. the Grentor shell 
have the right te cancel this bsreement in the event that the 
present orners of the Grentee corporation shail lose control | 
of the cor poretion, 

TRENTY-FIRS?P: Tries agreezent shell expire on the 

day of liarch, 1942, In the event that the Grentee shall 
heve performed al} the terns ang conditions on its pért to be 
performed hereunder, the Grantor agr rees, on or apout January 1, 
1942, to commence negotiations for & new Ggreement between the - 
parties, anc pencing such negotiations the Grantor agrees thet 
it will not negotiate with any third party with regerd to the 
subject matter of this egreement. The Crantor alse &grees that 
ft will not enter into any égreement zith any third party with 
regérd to the subject matter of this agreement until 1t shell 
have given the Grentee an opsortunity to conclude an agreement 


upon equally favorable teras. 


IWENTY-SECOND: This agreement shall be changed 
or modified only by written agreement between the parties. 

THENLY-THIRD: Nothing in this é&greement shell be 
deemed to make the Grantee the agent of the Grantor; nor 
shell tne Grantee represent itself as the agent of the 


Grantor or involve the Crentor in ény obligation toward 


- third perties. 


TWENTY-FOURTH: In the event thst the Grantee 
violates any material provision of tnis agreement, the 
Crentor sheali be entitled to cancel this agreement and 
shall notify the Grantee thereof by registered letter or 
by telegraph. 

TWENTY-FIFTH: The Grantee shall provide the Grantor 
with full information regerding the market for articles referred 
to in this agreement. 

TWENTY-SIXTH: The Grantor shall deliver to the 
Grantee upon the execution of this agreement, or és soon 
thereafter as may be practicable, the rents] materials listed 
on & schedule attached hereto, end marked Schedule A, and it 
is agreed that the amounts set opposite each item on said 
schedule shall be deemed the replecement value of said items, 
for which the Grantee shail effect insurence in accordance 
with the provisions of paragreph THIRTEENTH hereof. 

TWENTY-SBVENTH: This agreement shall be binding 


upon, and shell inure to the benefit of, the parties hereto 


and their respective successors and assigas. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOP, the Grantor has caused these 


presents to be executed by its culy authorized attorney in 
fact, «nd the Grantee hes cé&used these presents to be exe- 
cuted by its President thereunto duly authorized, and its 
corporate seel to be hereunto effixed and attested by its 


Secretary, on the day and yeer first above written. 


MEZHLUNARODNAYA ¢NIGA 


By___B. Nikolsk 
WITNESS: Attorney in fact 


Devid Drucker 


ww SVE VPUCKEP 
AM-RUS MUSIC CORPORATION 
ATTEST: 


By Pavia J. Grunes 
President 


Elizabeth OQtey 
Secretary 


Tae within contract is hereby approved 
MEZHOUNARODNAYA KNIGA 
BY oo 


President 


Noscow,U.S.S.R. 
April » 1940. 


STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK 


On the 16th day of herch, 1940, before ne per- 

sonelly cane David J. Grunes » to me known, 
who, being by me Guly sworn, cid depose and sey thet he 
resides at No. 60 ¥. 88th st » in the 3orough of Yenhettan, 
New York City 3 thet he is the President of the 

AN-RUS HUSIC CORPORATION, the corporétion described in and 
“which executed the above iastrument; that he knows the 

seal of said corporetion; thet the seal affixed to ssid 
lastrument is such corporete seal; that it was so effixed 

vy order of the Board of Directors of sald corporetion end 


thet he signed his name thereto by like order. 


Isidore Kentrowitz 


ROTARY PUBLIC, Kings. Couaty 
Kings Co. Clicts Ho. Sl, Reg. No. 127 
N.Y. Co. Cc1lk's No. 192, Reg. flo. C.K. 59 
Commission Expires Herch 50, 1940, 
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JASINED 
Date: February 2, 1943 a - 
for SAC, New York sf 


ms From: Je Edgar Hoover ~ Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


4 
—— 
! b7E 


You are advised. that a copy of the report of Special Agent. 
‘Robert L. Floyd dated December 3, 1942, at tiashington, D. G., and. 
other information available in the Bureau's files has been directed 
to the Special War Policies Unit of the Department, and no further 
investigation need be conducted in this matter by your office pending 
‘the receipt of an additional. request for the same. 
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Mr. Nease 
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From: 


Subject: 


HEREIN Is UNCLASST ' , 
DATE 06-08-2023 BY > . & 


a as: MED ; 
sy 2/4/43 
a ) 


Xr. Lawrence H, C, Smith 
Chief, Special War Policies Unit 


J. Edgar Hoover ~ Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


eS 


Your attention is directed to the report of Speclal Agent 


Robert L. Floyd dated December 3, 1942, at Washington, D. C., a copy 
of which was furnished to the Division of Records on December 2 26, 


1942. 


You are advised that the Bureau file in this matter also 


reflects the transmission of the following cablegram from the subject 
corporation to Moscow: 


Mr. Tolson | - 
Mr, EL A, “Tarim _ 
Mr, Glegg 
Mr, Gotfey_o. 
Mr, Glavin 

Mr, Ladd. 

“Mr, Nichols. 

Mr. Rosen, 
Mr, Tracy, 


SBY MURPHY CNY 037326 


RCAC 4172-22 7/23/42 NEW YORK 
NLT INTURNATIONAL BOOK TRADE MCSCOU tussa) 


“pACRAZYKIN INSTRUCTS AMRUS OBTAIN EXCLUSIVE COMPREHENSIVE 
RIGHTS ENTIRE SESTRRN HEMISPHERE FOR MANUFACTURE RECORDINGS 
FROM USSR MATRICES SOUND TRACKS ETCETERA. AUTHORS AND, 

ALL OTHBES EACLUDED THEREFROM STOP PROCEEDS DIVIDED 

BQUALLY BEDIEEN AMRUS AND YOU STOP NECESSARY YOU UNDRTAKE 
MONTHLY DELIVERY MINIMUM TWENTYPIVE DIVERSIFIED UWATRICKS 
STOP CONTRACT PERIOD TENYEARG OUR RENEWAL OPTION ADDITIONAL 
TENYHARS «BH ACCCUNT AND PAY CUARTRRLY YOU FURNISH 3I0- 
GRAPHICAL DATA TRANSLATIONS ETCETERA STOP ADVANCE BULLETINS 
CONCERNING WORK IN PROORESS AND CONTEMPLATED RECORDINGS 

STOP FORMAL CONTRACT ENBODYING FOXKGOING AND OTH#R NECESSARY 
DETAILS SILL FOLLOW OUR AGREEMENT 


AMRUS MUSIC CORPORATION 
150 West 57TH ST. C16 3490" 


Information is also contained indleating that one Kemenov 0 of 


Mr. Carson ~___oscow, USSR, addressed the following message dated July 13, 1942, to 
in 


Mr. McGuire _ Sovi 
Mr. Mumford 
» Harbo 
. Quinn Tamm _ 


“FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAIION 


: aE 
ise “oo SEEB 


1, Who may be Adentica} pith Viadinie-Bisykin, an pffictal of the’ 
MIRURTEATIONS SECTION 
MAILED 15 eu a, : 
5 13 Mie, My 
Osru 4 § 934 | . | 
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—TSHOSTOKOVICH ORANTEDYOSCANINI GRATTS RIGHT ONLY VERY 
FIRST PERFORMANCE SEVENTH SYMPHONY IF NORE PeRFORVANCES 
CONTEMPLATED AUTHORS RIGHTS PROTECTION TO BR SECURED 
peas COMMA NAMELY MEZHRNTGA KACHOUK-STAMUS ORDER 
EXCH OPERA STOP LIBsRSCN " 
In view of the fact that investigation has disclosed that the 
Amrus Music Corporation has been in correspondence with the Department 
poste presumably the Special War Policies Unit, concerning b7E 
no further investigation will be conducted ‘in ‘this matter by 
the Bureau pe cts 
compliance -wi as amended, 
and a reqiest for investigation concerning this company. 
Mr. Tolson_ 
Mr. BE. A. Tamm _ 
Mr. Clegg ; 
Mr. Coffey . 
Mr, Glavin 
Mr. Ladd 
Mr, Nichols 
Mr, Rosen, 
Mr, Tracy . 
Mr, Catson. 
Mr. Hendog 
Mr, MeGuire 
Mr. Mumford. 
Mr, Hatbo . . 
Mr, Quinn Tamm _ 
Mr, Nease 


Miss Gandy 


Se ened 
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DATE O6-Ue-20238 By 
<& 
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Washington, D. C. 


TED e a ro ; 
os Federal Burean of Investigaffyn — 


United States Department of Justice — 


New York, New York 


December 29, 1942 ” 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


9 


Reference should’ be made to letter from New York Field Division 
to Bureau dated October 28, 1942 in the above captioned case, as well'as 
to the report of Special Agent Robert L. Floyd, Washington, D. C., dated 
December 3, 1942.00 000 aren og 


The lead that is set forth in the above mentioned report to 

consider the advisability of contacting Mr. HALPERIN of the lew fim of — 

1zin and Halperin, 1270 6th Avenue, New York City, to obtain information 
relative to the activities of the Amrus Music Corporation, will not be 
covered by this office, inasmuch as the above mentioned report contains 
information that the Department of Justice-is presently interested in 
the Amrus Music Corporation. Possibly the information appearing in letter 
dated October 28, 1942 should be transmitted to the Department for their 


information. 


; In view of the infomation that appears in the report dated 
December 3, 1942, this office will not conduct any investigation relative 
to the Amrus Music Corporation mless a specific request to do so is re- 
ceived from the Bureau and accordingly this case is being closed.’ 


Very truly yours; 


o 


. 


P. EB. FOXWORTH ~ 
r ' ‘Assistant Djpsost 
" & INDEXED 
RECORDED ‘yaad 


Paci a @ 1 ‘ 
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“ Office M 4 3 RNMED 
Ce Mercr-ars GUI > UNITED erred GOVERNMENT 
JAS/pk 1355 PoMe 4/18 
TO : MR. D. M. LADD pare: April 18, 1944 

“FROM: J. F, buckley t maa 

_ i fai 

i SUBJECT: _ Me» clayin 

4 een 

Mr, Rosen 
Mr, Tracy 

* Mr, Mohr a 

: ae 

AN the above tine T shad ‘Special Agent J. A zoo call New York tes sant or 

0) a . ¢ Snc Sov) Se 08 ee 
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RESEIN [8 UNC LASSI . " ~“ 
DATE O6-Ue-20238 By 


mj 
SAC, New York April 22, 19kh, 
_ gs Edgar Hoover = Director, Federal Bureau of Investigetion 


‘fem suman 
Reference is mada to the report of Special Agent Robert L. Floyd 
December 3, 1942, at Washington, D. C., entitled “Amrua Music Corporations 
Reference is alao made to the Bureau's letter to the New York 0. 
dated February 2, 1943, in which you were advised that no further investigation of 
the Amrus Music Corporation was necessary in the absence of further instructions 
from the Bureau. The Department has never requested any additional investigation 
is organization in comection with a possible violation of 
However, the Bureau feele that a thorough but discreet inveatigation 6 be 
_ made of this corporation for the purpose of developing information regarding Ate 
‘background, personnel and activities. 


- In this connestion you are referred to the recent Sureau telephone call. | 
to Special Agent J. Re Malley regarding a conversation| 


“The dnyuirieg concerning the Amrus Music Corporation are to be made for s 
the purpose of fully developing the activities of this corporation and its officials 


from an intelligence standpoint so that the Bureau will be aware of the background, 
activities, connections, et cetera, of the Amrus Music Corporation. Contacts 
‘between this company or its employees and official Soviet representatives, Com 
wunist Party membere or sympathizers, and Communist organizations or groups are of 
= 2 pert at interest. In the event it is deemed desirable to conduct an investigation 
RP LO Re the Amrus Music Corporation, ‘the results thereof 
file on the Andividual in ther than in the 
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2! aT lk ' : PS 7 
eos ms Pt \\ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED \.2878 Mr. Tolson 
JOHN EDGAr zy \ q IH 1S UNCLASS 1210 Mr. E. A. Tamm _& 


DIRECTOR 


Mr, Clegg_w. 
aN Sederal Bureau of Investigation Mex Colley 
: sie Mr. Glavin 


ve) United States Department of Justice Mr. Ladd 
Pa ie Mr, Nichols_ 
Washingtan, B. €. Mr. Rosen 
' . Mr. Tracy 
. June 6, 19) Mr. Acers 
‘ Mr. Gargon 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr, Mumford 
Mr. Starke 
Mr. Quinn TammP7E 


b7C 


There is attached a rough draft summary of the information Mr. ‘Ne 
contained in the Bureau's files regarding the above captioned organ- Miss 
Azation. 


© 
There is also atta Ja copy of a publication which was 

be compiled and edited by David Jy “A es of the Am-Rus Music Corporation. mis hh 
publication contains a number Army songs and describes the Am-Rus Music 
<t Corporation as the "exclusive distributors of Russian and Soviet music for the 
Western Hemisphere". On the back of this publication is printed, "Price 50 
( ) cents", There is also a rubber, stamp impression reading "Detroit Council of 
poueeme American Soviet Friendship, 928 Fox Theatre Building, Detroit 1, Michigan” 


RECOMMENDATION: That this be referred to the Records Section fo 
clusion in the Am-Rus Music Corporation file. 


RECORDED 
4 Respectfully, «& 
* ~2) INDEXED 
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AM-RUS MUSIC CORPORATION: 


As a-result of a mail-cover placed on the Chicago Council for American-Soviet 
#riendship, 135 Louth LaSalle, extending from Septenber 13, to October 22, 1943,.it was 
noted that On October 6, 1943 the An-Rus Music Corporation, 37 West 57th Street, Chicago, 
corresponded with the subject opganization.. | g (report of SA Douglas J. Krauter 
dated 11/14/43 at Chicago entitled ~{hicago Council of Anerican-Soviet Friendship; affil- 
diated with National Council of Amer Soviet Friendship; aka Chicago Council of Americar 
Soviet Relatioris; Internal Sécurity (2)~ 100-146964-110) 4H 


A letter from New York dated april 26, 1941 in the Russian Funds file transmits 
photostaiic copies of listings of transactions appearing in the accounts of timed tory 
Trading Corporation at the Chase National Bank for the week ending April 18, 19, 


Recipient of $180.00 is the Am-Rus Music Corp. _ - (61~5381-297) " 


AS a result of a mail cover placed on_the Free State Book Shop, Baltimore, Md., 


it was, ascertained that the Anrus Music, Corp., correspon e shop at 205 
¥ranklinSt., Bezimore, on 12/31/4220! / ~ 


wing references to Am-Rus itusic Gorporation and David Grumes appear in 


The address book of Joris\Syens, > “subject. of ‘the report of SA Richard Thomp~ 


son, dated 5/24/43 at Los Angeles, UYstodial vetention - a, reveals t id oe 
J. Rosunes - Am-Rus Music i ea aed West pian St., New York. 
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- DAVID J. GRUNES * 
: . Exclusive Distributors of Russian and Soviet Music for the Western Hemisphere mo 
37 WEST 57th STREET | NEW YORK 


Printed in U.S. A, 
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Price 50 cents 
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COUNCA. OF AMERICAN SOVIET FRIENOSHRA 
928 FOX THEATRE BUILDING 
DETROIT 2. 
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rey ‘War Division 
ay” = John Sdgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
i es : 
zy * TION 
Reference is made to the wemorandum from thie Bureau to Mr. Lawrence 
Ms C. Smith, then Chief, Special War Policies Unit, dated February 5, 1943, 
which transmitted to hin certain information in connection with the captioned 
matter, It is noted that at that time the Special War Policies Unit of the 
a corresponding with the Amrus Music Corporation concerning the 
ef the latter with the Attorney General. 
; ‘ b7 
In connection with the above, there is attached one copy of the report : 
‘ of Special Agent Robert G, Boes dated June 28, a at Now oF It would be 
soprscsere’ Af bedemadenws “ee a : » wh nrus Mug 
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July 17, 1944 


3. Edgar Hoover — Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


ams — —— 


Reference ia made to the report of ‘Special Agent Robert G. Boes dated 
June 28, 1944, at New York City in the above captioned case 


Ca ‘page five of reference report it ds indicated that a catalog contain- 


ding the nemes of the various songs and musical numbers which are on sale at the 


Amrus Music Corporation has been obtained. 
copy thereof should be submitted to ene ‘Bureau, 
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** Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Director, FBI DATE: June 28, 1944 
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.f FROM : HE. B. CONROY, SAC, New York bTE 
SUBJECT: AMRUS MUSIC CORPORATION: 


Bureau Filel | 


Reference is.made to the report of Special Agent Robert G. 
Boes, dated June 27, 1944, at New York, and to the letter from the Bureau eo, 
dated April 22, 1944, in which it is requested that efter the > Identity of the you 
personnel of subject ocorpore : : ine : = 
the Burean regarding 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 


Form No.2 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT — NEW YORK, NeYo NY = Fite no. [| ESK 
REPORT MADE AT 


NEW YORK, WY. 6 4/2h,263 ROBERT G. BOES 


: b7E 
TITLA 


ANRUS MUSIC CORPORATION, 


“SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: | 


Subject corporation is located at 37 West 
57th Street, New York City. It was Ancor~ 
‘porated on March 11, 1940, under the laws 
of the State of New York for the purpose 
of publishing, selling, leasing and distrib- 
uting msical ‘compositions and msical access~ 
ories. ‘Subject reportedlyhas the sole distri- 
bution rights in ‘North America for. MBEBZKNTZA. 
(Russian State Music Publications). A large 
portion of ‘subject's merchandise is not sold 
bt is rented out, representing first perfor-~ 
mances of musical compositions. Subject deals 
' primarily in Russian msic printed an the U.S.S.R.e 
but it also publishes some Russian music in the 
United States. Subject has transmitted funds to 
the State Bank of the U.S.S.R. to ‘the account 
of "International Book Trade"; officers of subject F | 
are in contact with Soviet officials concerning ae @ 
“business questions". ‘The officers of subject 
are WILLIAM NUSQUBIN, President and Treasurer, a | 
and ROSE NOWRUBIN, Secretary, EUGENE Sty WEINTRAUB | 
As the Director of ‘the Rental Department and MARTHA | 
_ PEARSE is the Executive Secretary. HARRIET LUCY 
is believed financially ‘interested in subject 
‘ag she is known to have drawm a check in the amount 
of $4,000e, ‘payable to subject two days after its 
incorporation and has also drawn checks to ‘WILLIAM 
‘M. and ROSE.N. RUBIN. ‘The RUBINs, HARRIET LUCY MONE 
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and MARTHA PEARSE, all have Comunistic 
‘backgrounds. 


C+ 
REFERENCE: Bureau file No.| _—| 
Bureau letter dated April 22, 1944. 
" DETAILS: “confidential. Informant _| on April 26, 1944, advised ‘that ee 
‘AU-RUS MUSIC CORPORATION was incorporated under the laws of the 


State of New York on March 11, 1940, with an authorized capital 
of 200 shares of no par -value comnon stock, At its inception, DAVID J. 


“SGRUNES appeared as the President, ELIZABETHHOTEY as the Secretary, and 


“WILLIAM M. ‘RUBIN served as the Treasurer. ‘/ 


Early in 1942, BLIZABETH OTEY withdrew as Secretary and -was 
succeeded by ROSE N. RUBIN. 


said that a Miss PEARSE, a representative of the company, 
advised that DAVID J. GRUNES withdrew from subject corporation during 
April, 1943, and that his interest was acquired by WILLIAM M. RUBIN. Ll 
said that subject moved from 150 West 57th Street to 37 West 57th Stree 
on December 1, 1942. b7D 


The same informant said that WILLIAM RUBIN was 37 years of age; 
was native born ard was married; further, that for 18 years he had been a 
salesman for the Campe Corporation, selling agents of knit goods, located 
‘at 85 Franklin Street. 


said that ROSE 'N. RUBIN is the wife of the President 
and Treasurer of subject corporation but that she was not active in its 
management. 


This same informant said that subject cooperates as importers 
and distributors of Russian and Soviet music publications and that re~ 
‘portedly it had the sole distribution for the United States and North 
America to the rights of MEHZKNIZA (Russian State Music Publications). 
Sales are allegedly made to distributors throughout the United States 
principally for cash. Allegedly, a large portion of the merchandise 
is not ‘sold but is rented out as it represents first performances of 
misical compositions. 


b7D 
| mglintervioned Miss PEARSE but ‘she could not furnish 
c 


any finan nformation regarding subject but did state that the 
earnings are steadily increasing and had been reinvested so that the 


—2Q- 


| = 


stock amounted to approximately $125,000. 


also said that at its inception the corporation Bip 
was reported to have taken over Russian Music Publications from 
‘BOOKNIGA which formerly represented Russian State Music Publications 
in this country. It was reported that the subject pledged itself to 
BOOKNIGA for $4,500. of their stock and that $3,000. in cash was also 
paid to BOOKNIGA. As of December, 1940, it was ‘reported that this 
item of indebtedness to BOOKNIGA had been liquidated. 


In summarizing, [sata that current financial partic- 
wulars were not available but it was reported that this company had 
operated progressively since its inception. Jt was learned that the 
subject corporation carries an account at the Chase National Bank 
located at 57th Street. 


On May 18, 1944, the records of the New York Supreme Court 
were checked and it was determined that articles of ‘incorporation were 
filed on March 11, 1940 by the law firm of BALDMEN, TODD & YOUNG. The 
@irectors, prior to the first meeting, were DAVID J. GRUNES of 60 
West 68th Street, WILLIAM M. RUBIN of 60 East 96th Street, and ELIZABETH 
OTEY of 971 First Avemme. The incorporators were JOHN NO“HAZARD, SAMUEL 
MOSBANE and MARVIN TOMKOUNG, all of 120 Broadway, New York City. The 
purpose of the incorpbration was to publish, sell, lease and distribute 
musical compositions and musical accessories and also to manufacture 
and acquire machinery and devices which would be of assistance in . 
carrying on ‘a successful musical business. 


On May 5, 1944, Informant T~1 advised that @ man named £.5S, 

““WEINTRAUB appeared to be the Manager of subject corporation as his name 

was listed on the bulletin board of 37 West 57th Street ‘where subject 

corporation maintains its headquarters. Confidential Informant T-1 also 

said that there were only two employees of the subject corporatione 

One was a woman who worked there as a full-time employee, and the other 

employee was a ‘woman who visited the conpany two or three days during ‘the 

week, T=] said that it was his belief this latter woman was a bookkeeper, 


Confidential Informant T-1 said ‘that he had seen persons -who 
appeared to be of foreign origin go into the offices of the subject ; 
corporation and that he had also seen a few men in United States Arny 
uniforms enter these offices. 
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Qn May 9, 191, Mre T. REILLY of HUBERTH and HUSERTH REAL Es- 
TATE COMPANY, 57 Park Avenue, New York City, advised that subject corpor- 
ation had been renting its present premises for the past two years. The 
original lease was signed by DAVID J. GRUNES and is witnessed by EUGEME 
WEINTRAUB. ‘The second lease was signed on December 1, 1913, by ROSE M. 
‘RUBIN, Secretary, and her signature was witnessed by MARTHA PEARSE, Exe 
ecutive Secretary. 


Mrs RBILLY advised that prier te the execution of the lease he 
made inguiries concerning subject corporation from the Chase National 
Bank and was advised that no request for credit had been received by the 
‘bank and that no information was available regarding the credit standing 
of subject corporation. However, he advised that Mr. E. ‘BsNMOLYNEAUX of 
Carnegie Hall advised that subject corporation was a first-class tenant 
and that. he hated to see them leave Carnegie Hall. 


: Mr. REILLY seid thet on May Uj, 19/3, MARTHA PEARSE, the Exeou- 
tive Secretary, advised him that as of April 23, 1913, DAVID J. GRUKES 
was no longer associated with AMRUS. She requested that all communications 
‘be addressed either to herself or to i. EUGENE WEINTRAUB, the Director 
of the Rental Department. 


It was noted ‘that on the letterhead of subject corporation 
there was a notation which indicated that AMRUS is exclusive distribu- 
‘tor of Russian and Soviet music for North America. 


‘tuloe 
Confidential Informant| __|savised ‘that he haa/risited b7D 
subject corporation during the ten days preceding May 13, 19lki. He 
said that at s he met the man who stated that his name was 
"Mr. RUBIN". Pre etates thet RUBIN is a stocky man of about lp te 
s of age; that his hair was black and he had a dark complexion. 
s not sure whether RUBIN was Jewish but it was possible that he 
ave been an Itelian or some other Latin type. During the course 
of the conversation, Mr. RUBIN stated that subject corporation sells 
Russien music both wholesale and retail. He said they were not partieue 
larly interested in the retail business but that if some business called 
at 37 West 57th Street they would make sales to them. RUBIN said that 
‘their main business was the distribution of Russian mio throughout ‘the 
United States and also to other North American countries, RUBIN also 
said that subject corporation deals in Russian music printed in the 
Soviet Union but that they also publish some Ruseian misic in the United 
States. He said that AMRUS has an agreement with the Soviet Government 
to the effect that subject corporation has the exclusive agency for the 
distribution of Russian music in the Western Hemisphere. 
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seid that he made inquiries of RUBIN about a cere 
tain Russian Operetta and ‘that when he made these inquiries he spoke 
in Russian. RUBIN said that his Russian was very poor and he asked 
‘that the question be repeated in English, indicating perhaps that he 
is not femiliar with the Russien languages 


RUBIN also told that onoe in a while people from AMRUS . 
are in contact ‘with Soviet officials on business questions, He said | 
that the Soviet officials are the best people in the world to > deal with. b7D 


ROBIN ged — lee infrequently they received copies 
‘of Soviet Union recordings of Red Army songs but that as a rule they 
did not specialize in this business. 


|__ eevee ‘Mr. RUBIN the difference between Russian and 

Soviet music and he stated that msic written prior to ‘the revolution 

/ in Russia is termed-Russian msic and that Soviet music is any piece 
composed since the October revolution, 


[___pbtainea a catalog published by subject corporation b7D 
{which sets forth the various songs and msical compositions which they 
have for sale. ‘This is deing placed in Serial l-A of instant file. 

Confidential Informant 1-2 was iaterviewed on April 2), 

‘19lj,, end he advised that subject corporation maintains an account in 
‘the Chase National Bank at the 57th Street Branch, He said that dur- 
ang the month of April, 191), seven checks were dram. One of these 
checks was in the amount of $589.12 and was payable to TRANS MASTER 
COMPANY and that this corporation maintains an account in the ee 
Safety Bank. A second check in the amount of $15 was payable to 
JOS. LMAN and there was a notation on this check “Editing studies”. 
the ‘remainder of the checks were all payable to “oash” and the highest 
was in the amount of $9); and the lowest in the amount of $.10. 2 
‘edvised that it was possible subject corporation maintained an account 
4n the Bank of Manhattan, Madison Aveme and |,2nd Street, 


T-2 advised that when subject corporation operated its ac- 
count in the Chase National Bank there was a statement that monthly 
remittances would be made to the State Bank of U. S. S. R. by cables, 

In 191 one check in the amount of $120 was made payable to 
MEZEKAMARODNOJA@KNIGA through the State Bank of the U. S. S. R. 


The following other remittances have been made to the State 
Bank of the U. S. 8. R. to the account of INTERNATIONAL BOOK TRADE. 
All of these transactions cleared through the Chase National Bank of 
New Yorks 
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November 1, 19,2 $ 500.00 
November 17, 192 $ 500.00 | 
December 17, 19),2 $1000.00 
February 1, 1913 $1860.00 | 
February 27, 1913 $2733.00 


_I~2 advised ‘that the average balancesfor subject corporation 
were as follows: 


19})1 $ 600.00 
19h2 $2100.00 
1913 $5000.00 
January, 191); $5300.00 
February, 191), $8300.00 
March, 19); $9000.00" 


T+2 advised that the officers of subject corporation are 
WILLIAM and ROSE N. RUBIN. 


Confidential Informant f-3 said that subject corporation opened 
‘aa ascount in the Bank of Manhattan on March 11, 1940, and that this ac~- 
count was olosed out in April of the same year. ‘The officers were DAVID 
Je GRUNES, 60 West Sth Street; WILLIAM N. RUBIN, Secretary, and ELIZABETH 
OTEY. This -was a small checking account wi ance of $900. The ac- 
count was referred to the Bank of Manha law firm of BALDWIN, 
TODD and YOUNG. 


Confidential Informant fel; advised that on some unknown date 
a letter was addressed to HARRIET MOORE in which it was stated: 


“I guess you've vacationed long enough so that we can start 
bothering you with AMRUS headaches. We are being pressed to submit a 
draft for a new contract and we have spent a great deal of time on it. 
‘We are all agreed that a contract means very little, especially at this 
time when misic can not be obtained in bulk quantity, and whem .me one 
seems to be able to prohibit VOKS from handing out the 7th and such, 
(Could this ever be achieved? A thousand times, no) and without copy- 
right. Three pieces were published last week by leading mesic firms 
for music obtained here at the retail priee less discount--a total in 
the vioinity of 20¢." 


fhe writer of this letter went on to say that a confereme 
‘had ‘been held and that PRESLIT had been discussed and it seemed that 
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PRESLIT hed been pestering a woman known as HELEN B. (probably. HELEN SLACK) 
to sign a contract to exploit manuscript music in this country. The writer 
seemed indignant because AMRUS apparently was being ignored. 


The writer of this letter mentioned that things at the ARI. 


were booming. Apparently the writer was referring to the American-Russian 
Institute. 


The writer then set forth the terms which were to be embodied. 
in a contract and they are as follows: : 


1. “New contract to be for the duration of the war and six. 
months thereafter. 


2. “United States of America.and Canada. in. present agreement 
to be changed to read ‘Western Hemisphere', throughout. 


3. "Rental term’ to be defined. as including published and. 
manuseript reason. (This for the reason. mentioned above--PRESLI? and 
He Be) For AMRUS to have exclusive right to distribute, rent and 
grent performance rights in Western Hemisphe: s to cover rights 
for recordings ané for exploitation in Holly ; 


he *Rental fees to be divided 60% us-<l0% theme 


5 “Over 10% royalties on selling price for right to repub- 
lish. If our competitors republish same title aleo--royalties automatical- 
ly reduce to 5%." 


There was also obtained. an undated commnication signed *R” 
which was addressed to HARRIET MOORE which stated that « separate cable | 
was being sent outlining. Victor's terms for recording: from. Soviet, 
MATRICES as is one outlining the negotiations on the 7th in Hollywood, 
which if they ever materialised would be the long-dreamed of. gold mine, 
The writer said that Victor was offering fairly attractive terms and. was 
wondering what Moscow's ideas on the same would be. 


It is believed that the above-mentioned communications to 
HARRIET MOORE were. directed. by ROSE N. RUBIN for the reason that she 
mentioned the Russian-American Institute and for the further reason 
that. a copy of a telegram addressed to ROSE N. RUBIN was furnished by 
Informant %-l;. along with the above-mentioned letters. In this com. 
munication, addressed by HARRIET MOORE to. ROSE RUBIN, she stated that: 
she approved the proposal and wondered whether she could. not’ suggest. 
a penalty clause for gifte infringing on the contractor on any supple- 
mentary contract with PRESLIT. MOORE wanted it specifically understood, 
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in the proposed contract that all movie rights would d¢ncluded. 


T-4 also furnished a. check: which was drawn on the State Bank: 
and Trust Company’ of Evanston, Tllinois, on March 13, 1940, which was 
ayable to AMRUS MUSIC CORPORATIONe This check was in the amount of 
4,000 and was drawn by HARRIET WWCY MOORE+ The check was endorsed. by 
AMRUS MUSIC CORPORATION and by DAVID J+ GRUNSS. 


. Tt should be noted that this check is dated just two days 
after subject corporation was Incorporated under the laws of the State 
of New York. Therefore, {t is felt possible that HARRIET MOORE fsone 
of the principal share holders. 


Informant T-4: also furnished several other checks drawn by 
HARRIET MOORE which were payable ta WILLYAM RUBIN and some that were. 
payable to ROSE N. RUBIN. These checks were drawn on the Amalgamated. 
Bank of New York. These checks are as follows! . 
July 16, 1938, payable to ROSE N. RUBIN~$2,45.. 
December 1, 1938, peyable to ROSE N.. RUBIN--$8,25. This. 
; leheck. was endorsed. "Pay to the order of Manufaéturers Trust: Company-~ 


jweekix: masses, ince special,” 


Another check was. dated poreary. 4, 1938, and made payable to 
ROSE Ne RUBIN in. the amount of. $23,76, It was. endorsed by ROSE W. RUBIN, 
WILLTAM Be OSGOOINRIELD, JR., VIRGTNEARBURDTCK, and KATHERTNE MRT DGES « 
Not, all of the checks dawn to ROSE N. RUBIN are set out. in this reporte 


The following are other checks drawn. by: HARRIET: MOORE. on 
the Amalgamated Bank of New York: 


le Dated April 27, 1938, payable to WILLTANNQUBIW in. the 
amount of. $131.95 and it was endorsed, for deposit in the First National 
Bank: of Shoemakeraville, Penneylvanias . 

2. June 22, 1938, payable to WILLTAM RUBIN in the. amount of \ 
$16.36. It was also endorsed by RUBIN and payable to the First National 
Bank of Shoemakereville, Pennsylvanias 


3, Check dated August 20, 1940, payable to WILLTAM M. RUBIN 
in the amount $236.42, which, was endorsed by RUBIN to the order of the 
Manufacturers, Trust. Company by’ RUBIN-MELTZER CORPORATTON « 
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It is also known that HARRIET LUCY MOORE drew a cheok on 
September 1, 1938, payable to ELIZABETH OTEY in the amount of $50.00 
and that. she subsequently drew one on May 1j, 19/0, payable to ELIZA- 
BETH OTBY. It is believed that these checks were deposited in the Amal- 
gemated Bank of New York. 


The information concerning these checks is set out because it 
shows that HARRIET MOORE is connected with four individuals who have been 
financially interested in subject corporation. 


On June 9, 1942, MARTIN ALBERT, an employee of the ELECTRO} 
SUN COMPANY, 702 East l2nd Street, New York, advised that a Mr. MAPLESON 
had referred him to the AMAUS MUSIC CORPORATION, lecated at 150 West 
5Tth Street. He stated that he made inquiries of a Mr» GRUNES of sub~ 

ject corporation and was advised that this company had received some 

135 ‘millimeter films from Russia which he wished to have enlarged to 7% 
‘by 11# inches. This film consisted of copies of sheet meic with the 
words in Russian script. 


ALBERT said that GRUNES would not allow this film out of his 
possession during the enlargement and ALBERT offered to cooperate with 
_, Agents of the Mew York Office in viewing this film. ALBERT also said 
' ‘thet he had been advised by GRUNES that AMRUS was a subsidiary of 


“NAMTORG CORPORATION. 


On June 10, 1912, Special Agent A. Robert Swanson accompanied 
Mr. ALBERT to the AMRUS MUSIC COMPANY under the pretext of being an em 
ployee of ALBERT'S. Mr. ALBERT and the manager of AMRUS could not agree 
on terms and, therefore, the work was awarded to some other film de- 
veloping ‘COMPANY ; 


Informant T advised that _ ~*BITE 
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November 20, 1942, Confident‘al Informant 1-6 ad- 
vised that ALEXANDER' TRACHTENBERG told a person named SAM that thematter of 
two $1,000 checks would be taken care of at a meeting at the home of ROSE 
eye weet Street. This informant advised that he delieved that SAM 
4a $. Ne 


On Octodér 18, 1943, Informant T-7 advised that A» As 


NQUULER conversed with HARRYYGACHER, General Counsellor for the Transport 
Workers Union, and advised him that a meeting was to be held at the home of 


Myre. ‘RUBIN, 44 Horatio Street, at 12330 PeM. on the following Friday. He 
stated that those present would @?scuss the "school proposition" (Marxist 
Tnstitute), and that EARL“SROWDER would ‘be present, A check of the telephone 


| directory reflected that WILLIAM M. RUBIN resides at 44 Horatio Street, and 


that hs televhone number ‘sg WAtkins 9~7966, 


— During the course of a surveillance, on Noverber 25, _ 
1943, MTKHATDNKALATOSOY , of the Russian Consulate 4n San Franc! sco, ‘was 
noted to meet ‘a woman in the lotby of the Commodore Hotel, at 12:55 PeMe, 
and they proceeded by taxi to 130 Hast 19th Street. This women, with whom 
he travelled in the tax!, wad belleved to de ESTELIMMRAPPAPORT, It was 
leamed that the following persons reside at 130 Hast 19th Street: 


ALTOB ‘LUCTLLE W¥ CHOLSON 
B. and Me"SATSSELIN 
HAROLDSORAM 

He DVSZTMMERMAN 

MARTIN ‘DENNY SSCORBETT 
Me SE 


RANREARSE. 


It 18 known that MARTHA and RUTH PRARSS formerly resided 
at 42 Union Square. 


Confidential Informant T-9 afiv!sed that a person named 
WeSHANSBERGEN, of thexPROGRESS BOOK STORE, Su!te 403, 95 King Street Bast, 


Toronto, Ontario, Canada, directed a letter to Miss ROSE RUBIN, of the American 


Russian Institute, at 56 West 45th Street, New Yor’, New York. In this 
communication, he commented on the sale of literature at a "congress", and 
lamented the fact that the pamohlet "Soviet Health Care", which was put out 


by the American Russian Inst! tute, had not arrived 4n t/me for this congress. 
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Confidentiallnfornan advised that ROSE N. RUBIN 
was the moving force behind the American Russfan Institute. : 


MARTHA ‘PEARSE, who formerly liv-a~ae- 42 Union Square, . 


have o-ne27ed under the Communist Party 
tion r 


New York, New York, 4s known to agletration for 1936, 


H 

ilemblem in the New. Zork Cre -ws0e | 
ee 2. eee ee that DAVTD J. GRUNES, who is mentioned 
“as having deen formerly connected with subject corporation, was also registered 

under the Commun{st Party emblem in New York City in 1936. 


RUTH PEARSE, who is believed to be associated with MARTHA 
PEARSE, also lived at 42 Union Square, New York, New York, and was likewise 
enrolled under the Communist Party emblem. 


ELIZABETH OTEY, who Js listed as formerly connected 
with AMRUS, was active in the American Russian Tnstitute in New York City, 
and 1s known ‘to have been friendly with HARRTE? ‘LUCY MOORE, because Confi- 
dential Informant T~12 advised that OTEY had recetved mafl in care of HARRIET 
MOORE at 212 West 72nd Street, New ‘York, New York. This same Informant 
advised that ZLIZABETH OTBY is presently a Lieutenant J.G. in the U.S.Nihe, 
WAVES, and 1s presently living at 2721 0 Street, N. W., Washington, D. 0. 


The records of Special Souad 1 of the New York City 
Police Department reflect that RUTH PEARSE, of 42 Union Square, New York, | 
New York, who jis mentsoned above, was 1isted as a reference by BONA and 


HARRY GLASSGOLD, when they rented premises at 36 Union Square. It 3s noted 
that the records of Snectal Squad 1 show that HARRY and EDNA GLASSGOLD were 
active Commun! st Party members. 


No Information 1s presently available indicating that 
‘EUGENE WETNTRAUB has any Communist affiltations. 


This case is being closed, 


; CLOSED 
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‘CONFTDENTTAL INFORMANTS 


The following are the Confidenttal Taformants ment! oned 
in the report of Spectal Agent Robert G, Boes, dated June 27, 1944, at New 
York, New York: 


T-1 


TH2 


T-3 


7-4 Trash cover maintained on HARRIET LUCY MOORE. ee 
SCONE INPT 2 b7C 
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T-7 

Tg 

T-9 Intercept furnished by Postal Censorship. 
T1090 

T-11 

T-12 Trash cover maintained on HARRTET LUCY MOORE. 
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~~ AMRUS MUSIC CORPORATION 
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CORPORATION concerning its raat 


pol. den 


between ALIRUS MISTC CORPORATION and Mezhdunarodnaya 
Kniga, Russian organization at Moscow, enclosed. 
Justice Department, by letter dated October 5, 1942, 
requested additional information from AYRUS MUSIC — 
GRUNES, head of AMRUS, and VLADIMIRYBAZYKIN, Soviet 
Enbassy Official, discussed registyation of AMRUS on. 
Hwly 46, A942 « 
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‘Letter to the Bureau from New ‘York Field Division 


dated October 28, 1942, copy to Washington Field 
Division. ; 


‘AY UASHINGTON, De C.: 


known to f 
ORPORAT TON 


Bureav. BdVised that the A 


RUS SAIS’ 


‘was 


aScerpained Tron fhe same sanreeal 
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